Red River Declarations: Ban Mercury Amalgam on Tribal Lands

Whereas the Minamata Convention on Mercury adopted the Children’s Amendment,
calling for the worldwide end of dental amalgam for children, pregnant women, and
breastfeeding women, and whereas this amendment entered into legal force on 28
September 2023;!

Whereas the National Congress of American Indians, fully eleven years ago, called for
the end of amalgam use on Tribal Lands;

Whereas dental amalgam continues in widespread use on Tribal Lands across the
Americas: dental amalgam is used much more frequently in American Indians and
Alaska Native than in the general population (73% vs 51% in 2011);ii

Whereas this intentional overuse of dental amalgam by the United States government
is due to unconscionable policies of the United States Indian Health Service—a system
of carte blanche allowing the pro-mercury chief dental officers to implement the pro-
mercury policies of their pro-mercury dental trade group;v

Whereas Brasil’s Secretaria de Satde Indigena also has not stopped placing amalgam
in indigenous children;

Whereas alternatives to amalgam are effective, affordable, tooth friendly, technically
superior—and within the ken of every dentist;

Whereas amalgam’s mercury contaminates fish, including causing permanent brain
damage to children', and such poisoning disproportionately affects Indigenous Peoples
from traditional fishing communities, impacting their health, culture, and subsistence
rights;vi

Whereas the Amazon basin, the most precious environmental treasure of the world, 1s
replete with toxic mercury,ii and whereas dental mercury, being implanted in humans,
cannot be disposed of with technology, it is incumbent on the federal government of
Brasil to end amalgam use in that region.

Whereas mercury toxicity of the Arctic formed the initial rationale for a worldwide
mercury treaty a quarter century ago,* and whereas both Health Canada and the U.S.
Indian Health Service are transporting mercury into the Arctic via flying dentists with
amalgam into these regions—flouting the factual and moral underpinning of the
Minamata Convention on Mercury:;

Whereas the United States Health and Human Services’ Food and Drug Administration
recommended fully four years ago that dentists stop placing amalgam in children; in
women who are pregnant, breastfeeding, or planning pregnancy; and in patients with
neurological conditions, kidney disease, or mercury hypersensitivity;*

But whereas the U.S. Indian Health Service, a unit of the same U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, defies the recommendations of its very agency (!) and
continues the moral recklessness of mercury fillings for children and other vulnerable
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subpopulations, and whereas two consecutive pro-mercury chief dental officers
discourteously refused even to meet with the leading Black American physicians to
discuss mercury-free dentistry;

Whereas the system of choice for the rich and mercury for the poor in the Americas has
made today’s dentistry a potent matter of environmental justice;*

Whereas The Americas North and South lag far behind most of the globe in ending
amalgamxi with the sole Western Hemisphere ban being in St. Kitts and Nevis, while
the European Union bans amalgam as of 1.1.2025;% and amalgam bans are ordered
across Africa (Gabon, Tanzania), in Asia (Philippines, Japan, Nepal), and in the Pacific
(New Caledonia);xiv

Whereas, too, many other nations have adopted partial amalgam bans, such as for
children (Vietnam, Mauritius, Tunisia), for the armed forces (Bangladesh, India) and
for government programs (Indonesia).xv

Whereas dental hygienists and dental assistants have pleaded with the U.S. Public
Health Service to stop being forced to work in these dangerous workplaces of dental
clinics replete with mercury vapor.xvi

Whereas amalgam is so controversial for health, environmental, and workplace reasons
that both major publicly traded dental products makers in the United States ceased
manufacturing and ceased selling dental amalgam; xvii

Thus whereas we face the unprecedented situation of industry having stopped the
manufacture of a toxic product while the leaders of a “health” “profession”—the pro-
mercury chief dental officers—insist on using it, even on children.

Thus whereas the U.S. Indian Health Service now buys it mercury fillings from rogue
companies who exploit the Minamata Convention’s goals.

Therefore-

Declaration #1: The Children’s Amendment to the Minamata Convention on
Mercury being international law since 2023, the federal government of the
United States, the federal government of Brazil, and all governments of the
Western Hemisphere must immediately stop implanting mercury amalgam in
American Indian children, pregnant women, and breastfeeding women.

Declaration #2: The U.S. Indian Health Service must stop its callous
exploitation of American Indians via its daily violation of the 2020 U.S.
government recommendations, and hence must cease amalgam use immediately
for all named vulnerable subpopulations: 1-all children, 2-all young women, and
3-all patients with neurological conditions or kidney disease or metal
hypersensitivity.



Declaration #3: All Western Hemisphere governments should cease amalgam
use on Tribal Lands—from the Arctic to the Amazon, from the Andes to the
Rockies—on 1 January 2025, the same day it will be banned in 27 more nations.
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